
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADEIiPHTA. 359 



August 3. 
The President, Dr. Rusohenberger, in tlie chair. 
Seventeen members present. 

The following papers were presented for publication : — 

" On the Batrachia and Reptilia obtained during tlie Exploration 
of Talamanca, Costa Rica, by Wm. M. Gabb." By Edw. D. Cope. 

" On the Reptilia obtained by Dr. John M. Bransford, IT. S. N., 
during the survey of Nicai'agua of 18T4." By Edw. D. Cope. 

"Studies of the American Falconidse." By Robt. Ridgway. 
"No. III. Monograph of the genus Micrastui:." 

"On the Food and Nidification of certain North American 
Birds." By Thomas Q. Gentry. 

"On the occurrence of Uranium, Silver, Iron, etc., in the Tei'- 
tiary Formation of Colorado Territory." By E. L. Berthoud. 

On Ihe Cretaceous Beds of the Galisteo Prof. Cope laid on the 

table a stitched copy of his memoir on the vertebrate fauna of the 
cretaceous period in the west, being Vol. II. of the 4to. series of 
Hayden's Reports of the U. S. Geological Survey of the Territories. 

Prof. Cope made some remarks on a paper recently published 
by the American Philosophical Society, entitled the Geological 
Relations of the Lignitic Groups of the Cretaceous, by Prof. John 
J. Stevenson. While he regarded the paper as a valuable contri- 
bution to the literature of the subject, he thought that some asser- 
tions of the author required notice. Thus his remark that verte- 
brate life is too imperfectly preserved to be ordinarily of much 
service alone [in fixing geological horizons] could not be con- 
curred in by students of the extinct vertebrata. A similar state- 
ment respecting fossil remains of plant-life is the following: " Such 
is the record of plant-life — a record little better than a blank, with 
here and there a few markings, many of which are too indistinct 
to be deciphered." This view would naturally not be acceptable 
to students of fossil plants, nor could it in the nature of things 
be true. Plants offer too many tangible structural features to be 
worthless as evidence, and the only remark which can be justly 
made in criticism of the paleophytologists is that they have not 
always correlated their results with those of the paleontologists. 
The failure to insist on the tertiary character of the vegetation 
of the Port Union beds of the West, would have rendered less 
prominent the most important generalization yet derived from the 
study of that horizon, viz., that a cretaceous fauna was contem- 
porary with a tertiary flora. 
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Prof. Cope took the opportunity of correcting a misapprehen- 
sion which had arisen with respect to the age of the Galisteo sand- 
stones of New Mexico. Prof. Stevenson remarks that "a careful 
comparison of this section, as given by Dr. Hayden, with the de- 
tails of the geology along Dr. Newberry's route from Santa Fe 
westward, as given in Ives' report, will, I think, satisfy everybodj' 
that Dr. Hayden has by some oversight inverted the order, and 
that the Galisteo group underlies the coal group. The Galisteo 
group is unquestionably the Triassic, as abundantly appears from 
the description of that system in New Mexico, by Newberry and 
Leconte." Prof. Cope had studied the Galisteo sandstone both 
on Galisteo Creek and on the eastern slope of the Zandia Moun- 
tains. In both localities he found it to underlie cretaceous No. 3, 
without the intervention of a coal bed. He therefore supposed 
it to be above the coal, as stated by Dr. Hayden, and a member 
of the cretaceous series, differing from some of the beds only in 
its red color. Its resemblance to the Trias he believed to be 
accidental. 

The death of Wm. E. Whitman was announced. 



August 10. 
The President, Dr. Etjschenberger, in the chair. 
Nineteen members present. 



August 17. 
The President, Dr. Ruschenberger, in the chair. 
Fifteen members present. 



August 24. 
The President, Dr. Ruschenberger, in the chair. 
Sixteen members present. 



August 31. 

The President, Dr. Ruschenberger, in the chair. 

Twenty-two members present. 

A paper entitled " On the Fossil Remains of Reptiles and Fishes 
from Illinois," by E. D. Cope, was presented for publication. 



